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southern continent situated between Africa and South America,
somewhere in the eastern half of the Pacific, was a myth. Or,
as Cook observed after he had returned to England in 1775, if
such a continent should exist it must be situated so close to the
South Pole that it must always be covered with such a heavy
layer of snow and ice as to be uninhabitable by man.

The Resolution and the Adventure (the latter commanded by
Tobias Furneaux), after having taken on fresh supplies at the
Cape, made at once for the Antarctic Circle, and then, following
the southern ice-fields, the two ships sailed in an easterly direc-
tion until they had reached the neighbourhood of Tasmania,
where they separated. This being January and the height of the
summer in the Southern Hemisphere, they encountered no great
difficulties, and they met again in May in New Zealand.

Then it became clear from Furneaux's reports that he was
still uncertain about the actual outlines of Tasmania. He still
suspected that there might be a land-connexion between that so-
called island ajid Australia. For this he deserves no blame, for
it was not until almost a generation later that Bass (the ex-
apothecary assistant who had turned naval surgeon and was
the lifelong friend of Flinders) definitely established the exis-
tence of a strait by sailing through it

After having studied Furneaux's report Cook at first felt
tempted to turn back on his trail to settle this matter before he
proceeded farther eastward. But time was getting short; it was
now May, and the southern winter would soon set in. And so
Cook left Queen Charlotte Sound, on the South Island of New
Zealand, and he entered a part of the Pacific into which no
White Man until then had dared to penetrate. He made one
short trip to Tahiti to hire a few of the natives who were known
to be first-rate sailors and might be more familiar with these
waters than he himselfj and then he crossed and recrossed every
part of the whole of the South-eastern Pacific, but without find-
ing trace of land.
When Cook returned to England in July 1775, after an absence